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ESSA & IDEA

Both the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) require that ALL students 
participate in statewide assessments.

The purpose is to ensure that academic achievement of the New Jersey 
standards is measured for ALL students, including students with 
disabilities.

New Jersey’s general education assessments for English Language Arts 
(ELA) and math is PARCC.

The Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) is New Jersey’s alternate assessment.



THE IEP

N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(e) With the exception of an IEP for a student classified 
as eligible for speech-language services, the IEP shall include, but not be 
limited to:

7. A statement of any individual modifications in the administration of 
Statewide or district-wide assessments of student achievement needed 
for the student to participate in such assessment. 

i. If the IEP team determines that the student shall not participate 
in a particular general Statewide or district-wide assessment of student 
achievement (or part of such an assessment), a statement of why that 
assessment is not appropriate for the student according to N.J.A.C. 6A:
14-4.10 and a statement of how that student shall be assessed and 
which assessment methodology is appropriate for the student



FEATURES & 
ACCOMMODATIONS

– Features and accommodations should be considered and 
discussed separately for each PARCC content-area assessment

– Students should receive the features and accommodations they 
need to participate in the assessment

– Features and accommodations are intended to increase a 
student’s access to the assessment but will not compensate for 
a student’s lack of academic/content knowledge



₋ The IEP or 504 team is responsible for making all 
accommodation decisions

₋ Accommodations must be documented in the IEP or 504 plan 
prior to the test administration

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
IEP & 504 Plans



Providing Access

– Students have opportunities beforehand to try out features 
and accommodations and learn which are most helpful

– The more input the student has in selecting features and 
accommodations, the more likely the features and/or 
accommodations will be used

– Accommodations that provide access to students on 
assessments are based on their needs and the 
accommodations they use during instruction, and not their 
lack of content knowledge



Universal design

PARCC



Universal Design

– Designed and developed to accommodate the widest range 

of students. 

– Provides all students with equal opportunities to show 

what they have learned. 

– Acknowledges differences among individuals and strives to 

develop a range of methods and materials needed to 

measure leaning. 



Considerations for All 
Students

Accessibility Features 
for ALL Students
(Including Identified in 

Advance)

Accommodations for 
SD, 504, EL

Only 

Universal Design



Who Benefits…

ALL students will have access to SOME features

Special Access Features for others…

– Students with disabilities (with IEP’s)

– Students with 504 plans

– ELL students

– ELL students who also have disabilities (and

an IEP)



Accommodations

– Testing accommodations must adhere to established 

principles, such as but not limited to: 

– Enable students to participate more fully in assessments 

– Based upon individual student needs 

– Based on documented need 



Different Kind of 
Accommodations

– For general Use

– For presentation

– For responding

– To modify timing or scheduling

– Unique or emergency accommodations



ACCESS BEFORE…



Small Group Testing

Time of Day

Separate or Alternate Location

Specified Area or Seating

Adaptive and Specialized Equipment or Furniture

Frequent Breaks 

Administrative Considerations 
for ALL Students



Audio Amplification

Blank Paper (provided by TA)

Eliminate Answer Choices

Bookmark/Flag Items for Review

General Administration Directions Clarified (provided by TA)

General Administration Directions Read Aloud & Repeated as 
Needed  (provided by TA)

Highlight Tool

Headphones or Noise Buffers (not plugged in)

Accessibility Features for ALL Students



Line Reader

Magnification/Enlargement Device

NotePad

Pop-up Glossary

Redirect Student to the Test (provided by TA)

Spell Check or External Spell Check Device

Human Reader or Human Signer for the Mathematics 
Assessment (SR/PNP)

Writing Tools

Accessibility Features for ALL Students (cont.)



₋  Extended Time

₋  Screen Reader Version

₋  ASL Video Version

₋  Refreshable Braille Display w/ Screen Reader Version

₋  Text-to-Speech ELA/L

₋  Hard Copy Braille Version

₋  Large Print Paper Version

₋  Regular Print Paper Version

₋  Tactile Graphics

₋  Human Signer for Test Directions 

₋  Student Reads Assessment Aloud to Him/Herself 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 



Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
(continued)

₋ Assistive Technology 
₋ Word Prediction External Device
₋ Braille Note-Taker
₋ Braille Writer
₋ Calculation Device & Mathematics Tools 
₋ Calculator on Non-Calculator Sections
₋ Human Scribe, Human Signer, & External 

Assistive
₋ Technology Device for Speech-to-Text    



₋ Large Print
₋ Braille with Tactile Graphics
₋ Student Reads Assessment Aloud to Themselves
₋ Human Signer for Test Directions
₋ Answers Recorded in Test Book
₋ Braille Response
₋ Calculation Device and Mathematics Tools
₋ ELA/Literacy Constructed Response
₋ ELA/Literacy Selected Response or Technology 

Enhanced Items
₋ Mathematics Response
₋ Monitor Test Response
₋ Word Prediction
₋ Administration Directions Clarified in Student’s 

Native Language 
₋ Administration Directions Read Aloud in Student’s 

Native Language
₋ Mathematics Response – English Learners
₋ Translation of the Mathematics Assessment
₋ Word to Word Dictionary (English/Native Language)
₋ Text-to-Speech 
₋ Human Reader or Human Signer 
₋ Unique Accommodation
₋ Emergency Accommodation 
₋ Extended Time

– English Learner (EL)
– Title III Limited English
– Proficient Participation Status
– Gifted and Talented 
– Migrant Status 
– Economic Disadvantage Status
– Student With Disabilities 
– Primary Disability Type 
– EL Accommodation 
– Frequent Breaks
– Separate/Alternate Location
– Small Testing Group
– Specialized Equipment or Furniture
– Specified Area or Setting
– Time of Day
– Answer Masking
– Color Contrast
– ASL Video
– Assistive Technology - Screen Reader
– Assistive Technology - Non-Screen Reader
– Closed Captioning for ELA/Literacy
– Refreshable Braille Display for ELA/Literacy
– Alternate Representation - Paper Test

PNP Fields



Accommodations20



More Accommodations21



The Questions

In PARCC



Math Test Question 
(Ruler)



Drag & Drop Answers



Highlighting Text



Color Choices



Answer Elimination



Line Reader Tool



Line Reader Tool 
(Paragraph Size)



Answer Masking



Student Readiness

●Practice Tests:

●Practice tests are available for all accessibility features and 

accommodations including TTS, ASL, Screen Reader, Closed Captioning, 

Large Print, and Braille at:

●http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/

●Tutorials:

●Tutorials for TestNav 8, paper, online, and TTS, ASL and Closed 

Captioning with functionality guides are located at:

●http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/ 

31

http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/
http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/


AT Practice Tests



Resources – Bulletins 

– http://parcc.pearson.com/bulletins/ 

– Subscribe via RRS
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Resources – Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual
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PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual 

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-
and-accommodations-manual 

Also, available on PARCC.Pearson.com in Avocet at the 
following link:

http://parcc.pearson.com/manuals-training/
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